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TO THE 


9 I R, ME, 1s ES Ol 
 Fter the delivery of Your Royal Father's Perſon into 19 hands #f 
the Army, 1 undertaking to the ODueen Mother, th tt [ wonld fro | 
ſome means to get acceſ; to him ſe was pleaſed to ſend me, and by Y 
the help of Hugh Peters [got my admittance, and coming well inflruted 
from the Queen (his Majeſly having been long kept in the dark) he was 
plenſed to diſcourſe very freely with me of the whole ftate of his Afﬀfatr:: 
Bir, Siv, 1 will not lannch into a Hiſtory, inſigad of an Epifile. One 4 
morning waiting on him at Conſham, ſmiling nou me, he ſaid (18 could þ 
rell me ſome News of my jelf, which was, that he had ſeen ſome Verſes of 
mine the Evening before (being thoſe ro Sir RickHgd Fanſhaw) aud acking 
me when I mane them, I told him two or three veu7'v- ſince ; he wa: p/eaſect 
ts ay, that having never ſein them before, He was afrain I had written 
them fines my return into England, and thou;h be liked them wel?, Ile 
E woicld adviſe me to write no mnore, aledzing, tht when men "re Young, 
82d have little elſe to do, they might ryent the overfomings of ty Fancy 
that way ; bat when they w:'2. thought fit for more ſerious Employment r* 
if they till perftſied in that conrſ6, :: would look as if they minded not fe 
#7 to any better, | | | 
Whereupen I 10d correted as long as 1 had the Thowur to wait npon | 
bis, and ge his departure from Aampton Court, hs was pleaſed to Cymm- | 
mans me te ſtay privately at London, to [end to lim aud receive from þim | 
all vis Letters from and to all his Correſpondents at hom? and abroad, md 
'w 2 furmfſh'd with nine ſeveral Cyplers in order t0 1t + Which traft loc. 
fringed with great ſafety, lo the perſon; with whom we reſponded , but 
about 11918 months after being d:{rovered by ther irowledve of Mr, Cowley's 
nxt 1 hoppils eſtnped borh-for my ſelf, and tho/s that held correſpunder:e 
2:5: me; 1hat time was 40 hot and buſie for ſuch idle ſpeeulations, but 
after 1 had the good fortune to wait upor Teur Mniolly tn Holand and. 
trance, Tu were pleaſed ſometimes to give me Argament: t0 divert end 
prt off 212 evil hows of bur Baniſhment, which now and. then fill nit frorn 
of 1047 Majeſttes expeftation, | 
Atrer, when Tur Majeſty departing from $5, Germans to ferfy, was 
IHE freely ' 1? out my aching) to confer hon me that ple WET 12. 
103% How 17 49x0ur tg. ſerve You, Ithen gave over Poctica! Line-. 
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The Epiflle Dedicatory, 

and made it my buſineſs to draw ſuch others as might be more ſerviceas!, 
to Tour Majeſty, and I hope more laſting. Since that time Inever diſobey:] 
wy 0d Maſters commands till this Summer at the Wells, my vetiremeyt 
there tempting we to dimvert thaſe malancholy thoughts, which the no 
apperitions of Foreign invaſion, and Domeſtick aiſcontent gave us: But 


theſe Cloud: being now happily blown over, and our Sun clearly ſhining 


eut again, I have recruered the relapſe, it being fuſpeFed that it would 
kawve proved the Epidemicsl Diſeaſe of ge, which 1s apt to fall back in. 
ro the follies inYouth ;; yet Socrates, Ariſtotle 4d Cato did the ſame, a4 


| $caliger faith, that Fragment of Ariſtotle was beyond any thing tha; 


Pindar or Romer ever wrote, 1 will not call this # Dedication, for theſe 
Epiſtles are commonly greater abſurdities than any that come after ; ty 
what Author can reaſjnably believe, that fixing the Great Name of ſome 


eminent Patron in the Forehead of his Book can charm away cenſure, and 


that the firſt Leaf ſhould be a Curtain to draw over and hide all the te. 
formities that land behind it ? neither have I any need of fuch ſhifts, fo 
oft of the Parts of this Body have already had Your Majeſties wiew, and 
having paſt the Teſ? of ſo clear and ſharp-fighted a Tudgment, which a1 
a1 310d aTitle to give Law in Matters of this Nature as in any other, they 
woo ſpall preſurne to diſſent from Tour Majeſty, will 40 more wrong to th:iy 
own Judgment, than their Judgment can do to me. And for thoſe laith 
Parts which have not yet received youy Majeſties faruourable Aſpef, if 
they who have ſeen thera do not \latter me, (for I dare not truſt my own 


Judgment) they will make it appear, that .it is not with me as with moſt 


ef Mankind, who never for(ake their Darling Vice, till their Vices for 


jake them , audthat this Divorce was mot Frig:ditatis caut?, but an At 


of Choice, and not of Neceſſity, Therefore, Sir, I fall only call it ay 


. bumble Petition, That Your Majeſty wil! pleaſe to pardon this new Av0u 


to muy old Miſftrejs, and my diſobeatence to his Commands, to whoſe Memory | 
look |! with £reas Reverence and Deyorion, and making a ſerious refle 71- 
07 14701 that wiſe Advice, it carries much greater weight with it: now 
than when it was given; for when Are and Experience has fo FIpents 
r:ans Diſcretion as to make 1t fit for uſr, eicher in private or publics if 
firs, wothing blaſts awd corvupts the jruit of it ſo much 4: F112 emty, airs 
, . ; ; u DIY © : Q ' 4 

reputation of being nins Poeta, and therefore 1 ſhail tas my leave of 111 
Males, as two of my Pred:ſor; aid, ſaying, 

Spiendid's longum vale dico nugis, 

tho vertus & cetera Judicra pong, 

Your Majeſties molt faiihful 
mn loyal Subje&t, and moſt 


goriful and deyvoied Servant, 
L | F + te 
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Ure there are Poets which did never drea.a 

& Upon Parnaſſus, nor did taſte the Stream 
Of Helicon ; we therefore may ſuppoſe 

Thoſe made not Poets, but the Poet thoſe, 
And as Courts make not Kiags, bur E1ags the Court; 
$o where the Muſe: and their Train reſort, 
Parnaſſus ſtands; if I can be torhee 
A Poet, thou Parnaſſus art to me. * 
Nor wonder, if (advantag'd in myAight, 
By taking Wing from thy auſpicious height) 
Through uatrac'd ways, and zery paths | flpe, _ 
More boundleſs 1n my Fancy than ry eye : 
My eye, which ſwift as thought coatrafts the ſpace 
That lyes between, and fieſt alutes the place 
Crown'd with that ſacred Pile, ſo vaſt, ſo high, 
That whether 'ts a part of Earth, or Sky, 
Uncertain ſeems, and may be thought a proud 
Afpiring Mountain, or deſcending Cloud : BOT. 
PouPs the late Theme of fuch a Muſe whoſe flight AM. W. 
His bravely teach'd and foar'd above thy height ; 


Now ſhalc thou ſtand, though Sword, or Time, or, Fire, 


Oc Zeal more Fierce thanthey, thy fall conſpire, 
Secufe, whillt thee the beſt of Poets lings, 


Preſerr'd from ruine by the beſt of Kings: 
| REES | Undet 
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Ut ader his proud ſurvey the Ciry lies, 


And like a miſt heneath a Hill doth vile ; 

Whoſe ſtark a:ld fvealth the buſineſs and the Crows; 
Seems ar this diſtance but a darker Cloud : 

And is to himavho rightly things cſtecrns, 

Noother in eff=& than what it ſeems ; | 


Where, with like haſte, though feviral ways, UP, ruri, 


Some to undo, and fome to be undone ; 

While Luxury and Wealth, like War and Peace, 

Are each the others ruine, and increaſe; 

As Rivers Loſt in Seas fome fecret Vein 

'Thence re-conveys there to be luſt again, 

© happineſs of ſweet retir'd content ? 

To be at once ſecure, andinnocent, 

IVindfor the next (where Mars with Venus dwells, 
. Beauty with ſtrength) above the Vally ſwells. 
Into my eye, and doth it ſelf preſent 

With ſuch an eaſie and unforc aſcent, 

"That ro ſtupendious precipice denies 

Acceſs, no horror turns away our eyes : 

But ſuch a Riſe as doth at once invite 

A pleaſure and a reverence from the fight. 

Thy mighty Maſters Embleme, in whole face 

State Meeknefs, heighrned with Majeſtick Grace ; 

Such ſeems the gentle Height, made only proud 

To he the Baſis of that pompous load, 

Than which, a nobler weight no Mountain bears, 

But 4t/;5 only that ſapports the Sphears, 
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hen Natures hind this oaks * thus advance; 

Twas guided by a wiſer power than Chance ; = we 

ark'd out for ſuch « uſe, as if *twere meant WES 

' invite the Builder, and his choice prevent, _ 

Nor can we call it choice, when what we chuſe, * 

Folly, or Blindneſs only could refuſe. wor 1 

ACrown of ſuch Majeſtick Tow”rs doth: grace | ade 

The Gods great Mother, when her heavenly race | 

Do homage to her, yet ſhe cannot boaſt | 

Amongſt chat numerous, and Celeſtial! Hoſt, 

More Hero's than can Windſor, nor doth Fame: 

Immortal Book record more noble Names. | 

{ot to look back fo far, ro whom this Iſle RE 4 

Owes the firlt Glory of ſo brave a Pile, ) EAOTa0) 

Whether to Ceſar, Albana#, or Brute," fl ROTO f6- 3-7 

The Britiſh Arthur, or the Daniſh Knate, 

(Though this of old no lefs conteit d1d move, 

Than when for Homer's Birth ſeven Cities trove) - 

Like him in Birth, thou ſhould'ſt be like in Fame, 

(As thine his Fate, if mine had becn hi: Flame) 

But whoſoce it was, Narure defign'd : | 

Firit a brave place, and then as brave a mind. re Y | 

Mot to recount thoſe ſeveral Rings, ro whom 

Ir oavea Cradle, or to whom a Tomb; | 

But the (grear ® Edward) and thy greater Son; 

(The Lillies which his Father wore, he won) | | 

And thy j.Bellona, who the Confer: came =—_ 

Not only to thy Bed, but to thy Fame; | 
| 
| 
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. * Edward Third, and th: Black Prince, 4 Queen Philips, * Slie 
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K She 1 to thy Triumph led one n= Captive King, 


Within the azure Circle, he did ſeem 
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And brought that Son, which did the ſecond bring - 
Then didſt thou found that order, (whether love 


Or Vidtorythy Royal thoughts did move) 

Each was a Noble Cauſe, and nothing lef V 

Than the defign, has been the great ſucceſs : A 

Which Foreign Kings and Emperaurs eſteem _ 1 

'The ſecond honour to their Diadeni, | $: 
? 
\ 
\ 
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Hadthy great Deſtiny but giv'a the kill, 


'To know, as well as power to aGt her will, 


Thar from thoſe kings, who then thy Captives were, 
In after time ſhotld ſpring a Royal Pair, 


Who ſhould poſleſs all that thy mighty power, 


Or thy defires more mighty, did deyour z 

To whom their better Fate reſerves what cer. 

The Vitor hopes for, or the Vanquiſh'd ſear ; 

That Blood, which thou and thy Great Grandfire ſhed, 


And all that fince theſe Siſter Nations bled, 


Had been unſplit, had happy Edward known 

'T hat all the Blood he ſpilt, had been hig own, 
When he that Patorn choſe, in whom are 1njoy'd | 
Souldier and Martyr, and his arm's confin'd 


But to foretel, and propheſie of him, 
Who to his Realms that Azure roun hath joyn'd, 
Which Nature for their Bound at firſt defign's, 
That Bound, which tothe Worlds extreameſt ends, 
Endleſs it ſel, it's liquid arms extends ; 
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* The Kings of Francs and Seortand, 


4 CPD ee gs. 
Nor doth he need thoſe Emblems which we paint, 
But is himſelf the Souldier and the Saint, 

Here ſhould my wonder dwell, and here my praiſe, 
But my fixt thoughts my wandting eye betrays, 
Viewing a Neighbouring Hill, whoſe top of late 
A Chapel crown'd, till in the common Fate, 

The adjoyning Abbey fell : (may no ſuch ſtorm 
Fall on our Times, where ruine muſt reform.) 

Tell me (my Muſe) what monſtrous dire offence, 
What crime could any Chriſtian King ipcenſe 

To ſuch a rage? Was Luxury, or Luſt ? 

Was he ſotemperate, ſo chaſt, ſo jult ? 

Were theſe their crimes ? they were his own much more ! 
But Wealth is crime enough to him thar's poor, 
Who having ſpent the Treaſures of his Crown, 
Condems their Luxury to feed his own. 

And yet this Act, to varniſh o'r the ſhame 

Of Sacriledge, muſt bear Devotions Name. 

No crime ſo bold, but would be underſtdod 

A real, or atleaſt a ſeeming good, 

S Who fears not rq do ill, yer fears the Name, 

And free from Conſcience is a Slave to Fame. 
Thus he the Church at once protects, and ſpoils : 
But Princes Swords are ſharper than their tiles, 

And thus toth' Ages paſt he makes amends, 
Their Charity deſtroys, their Faith defends. 
Than did Religion in a lazy Cell, 

in empty, acry Contemplations dwel! ; 
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And like the Block; unmoved lay : bur otirs; 


he 


As much to ative, like'the Stork devours., © \ 

* Is there no temperate Region can be known, | 
' Berwixr their Frigid, and our Tortid one > Y 
Could wenot wake from that Lethargick- kde j 4 
But ro be reſtleſs in a wotſe Extrearm ? | , 
And for that Lethargy was there no Cure, \ 
' But to be caſt into a Calenture? | [ 
I Can knowledge have ao bound, but muſt advance d 
So far, to make us wiſh for ignorance? oe | 


And rather in the dark to grope our way, 
Than led by a falſe Guide to erre byday ? 
Vho ſees theſe diſmal Heaps, but would demand 
What barbarous Invader fack'd the Land ? 
\ But when hehears, -no Goth, no Turk did OR 
| This defolation, but a Chriſtian King ; 
When nothing, butthe Name of Zeal, appears 
{ Twixt our beſt ations, and the worlt of theirs, 
| What does he think our Sacriledge would fpare, 
, Vhen ſuch th? effe&s of our Devotion"are 2 
| Parting from thence *:wixt anger ſkanie and fear,” 
Thoſefor what's paſt; and this for what's roo'near : | 
My eye defcending from the Hill, ſurveys 
Where Thames among the wanton Vallies ſtrays. 
Thames, the molt lov'd'of all the Occean Sons, Thames, 
By his old Sire to his embraces runs, 7 Þ 


tl 


Haſting to pay his tribute to the Seay 
Like mortal ufe to meet Frernity. 
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Vhoſe foam is Amber, and their Gravel Gold , 

His genuine, and leſs guilty wealth r explore, 

C:rch aot his bottom, but ſurvey hi ſhore; 

Ore which he kindly ſpreads his ſpacious wing : 

And hatches plenty for th"enſuing Spring. 

Nor then deſtroys it with too fond a tay, | 

Lice Mothers which their infants overlay : 

Nor with a ſudden and impetuous wave, 

Like profuſe Kings, reſums the wealth he gave 

No unexpected inundations ſpoil 

The Mowers hopes, nor mock the plow mans toy : 

Pu: Godlike his unwearied Bounty flows ; 

Firſtloves to do, than loves the Good he does : 

Nor are his Bleſſings to his banks confin'd, 

But free, and common,'-as the Sea or Wind 

When he to boaſt or todifperſe his Rores 

Full of the tributes of his grateful ſhores,  #®. 

Viſits the World, and im his flying towers 

Brings home to us, and makes both Indies ours ; 

Finds wealth where 'tis, beftows it where it wants. 

Lites in defarts, Woods 1a Cities plants, 

Sothatto us no thing, no placeis ftrange, 

While his fair boſom is the Worlds exchang®. 

O could I flow like thee, and make thy ſtream 

My great example, as itis my theme ! 

Th>ugh deep, yet clear, though gentle, yet got dull, 

Strong without cage, Without o're- owing full, 


| Heavem 
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Heaven bet Eridanas no *db _ boalt, 

Whoſe Fame in thine, like lefſer Currents Io, 

Thy Nobler ſtreams ſhall viſit Jowe's aboads, 

To ſhine amongſt the Stars, and bathe the Gods, | 
Here Nature, whether more intent to pleaſe The Ferreff 


Us, or her ſelf, with ſtrange varities, 


(For things of wonder give no lefs delight 
To the wiſe Makers, than Beholders fight. 


Though theſe delights from ſeveral cauſes wove, 
| For ſo our Children, thus our Friends we loye) 


Wiſely ſhe knew the harmony of things, 
As well asthat of ſounds; from diſcords ſprings: 


Such was the diſcord, which did firſt difperſe 


From, Order, Beauty, through the Univerſe ; 
While drineſs moiſture, -coldneſs heat reſiſts, - 
All rhat we have; and that we are ſubſiſte. 

While the ſteep horrid roughneſs of the Wood 
Strive with the gentle calmneſs of the flood. 
Such huge extreams when Nature doth unite, 
Wonder from thence reſults, from thence delight, 


The ſtream is ſo tranſparent, pure and clear, Nerf, 


That had the felf-enamour'd Youth gaz'd here, 
So fatally decerv'd he had nor been; 

While he the bottom, not his face had ſeen. 
But his proud head the aery Mountain hides 


| Amongthe Clouds ; his ſhoulders, and his {ides 


A ſhady Mantle clothes ; his curled Brows 
Frown oa the gentle Screatn, which calmly flows, 
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ile winds and Stotms his lofty Forehead beat 
: common Fate of all that's High or Great. 
Low at his Foot a {paciaus Plaia is plac'd, 
Between the Mouptain and the Stream embrac'd : 
Which Shade and Shelter from the Hill derives, 
While the kind River Wealth and Beaury gives ; 
And in the mixture of all theſe appears 

Variety, which all the reſt indears, 

This Scene, had ſome bold Greek, or Britiſh bard 
Beheld of old, what Stories had we heard, 

Of Fairies, Satyrs, and the Nymphs their Dames, 
Their Feaſts, their revels, and their amorous flames ?. 
'Tis fill the fame, although their acry ſhape, 

All but a quick Poetick fight eſcape. : 
There Faunaus and Stlvanus keep their Courts, 
And thither all the borned Hoaſt reſorts, 

To graze the ranker Mead, that noble heard 

On whoſe ſublime and ſhady fronts 1s rear'd 
Natures great Maſter-piece ; to ſhew how ſoon 
Great things are made, but ſooner are undone. 
Here have I ſeen the Ring, when great Aﬀairs 
Gave leave to ſlacken, and unbend his cares, 
Attended to the Chaſe by all the flowers 

Of! Youth, whoſe hopes a nobler prey devour : 
Pleaſure with praiſe, and danger, they would buy, 
And wiſh a Foe that would nor only fly. 

Taz Stag now conſcious of his fatal Growth, 

At once indulgent t& his Fear and Sloth, 

To ſome dark Covert his retreat had made, 
Where nor Mans eye, nor Heaven's ſhould invade. 
His foft repoſe ; when th* unexpeRted found 
Ot Dogs, and Men, his wakeful ear doth wound * 
Rouz'd with the noiſe, he ſcarce believes his car 5. 
Willing to think th illuſions of his Fear 
Had given this falſe Alarm, but ſtrait his view 


oY 


Conhrme, thar mure thay all be 3cors is true ; 
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Betray'd in all his OBA} the Wood beſer, 
All Inftruments, all Arts of Ruine met | 
He calls to mind his Strength, and then his Speed, 
His winged Heels, and then his Armed Head ; 
With theſe i? avoid, with that his Fate to meet : 
But fear prevails, and bids him truſt his Feet, 
So faſt he flies, that hisreviewing eye 
Has loft the Chaſers, and his ear the Cry : 
Exulting, nl! he tnds, their Nobler Seafe 
Their ©1iproportion'd Speed does recompenſe, 
Thea cucrtes his conſpiring Feet, who ſcent 
Berravs that ſafety, which their ſwiitneſfs Tent. 
Then tries his Friends, among the baſer heard, 


| Where he {o lately was obey'd, and fear'd, 


His ſafery ſeeks : the Herd, unkindly wiſe, 

Or Chaſes him ſrom thence, or from him flies. 

Like a declining States men, lefr forlorn 

To his Friends pity, and Purſuers ſcorn ; 

With ſhame remembers, while himſelf was one 
{the fame Herd, himſelf the ſame had done. 


"Thence to the Coverts, and the conſcious Groves, 


The Scences of his paſt 'Triumphs, and his Loves ; 
Sidly ſurveying where he rang'd alone 

Prince of the Soil, and all the Herd his own; 

And like a bold) Knight Errant did proclaim 
Combat to all, and bore away the Dame ; 

And taught the Woods 19 Echo to the Strear? 

His dreadful Challenge, and his claliung Bearn - 


Yer faily now declines the fatal ſirite ; 


80 much his Love was dearer than bis Late. 
Now every Leaf, and every moving 3reath 
Preſents a Foz, and every Foe n I Yoarh. 
Wearred, forfalten, and purfu'd, at lalt 
All afery in deſpair of ſtery plac'd, 
Courage be thence reſumes, reſolv*s 29. bear 
All their Afſuults, figee '2iz in vain ta 1cary 
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And now too late he wiſhes for the fight, - - 
That ftrength he waſted in ignoble flight-o') + 
Bur when he ſees the eager Chaſe renew'd 

Himſelf by Dogs, the Dogs by Men purſu'd 2 

He ſtrait reyokes his bold reſolve, and more _ 

Repents his courage, than his fear before ; OM 

Finds that uncertain ways unfafeſt are, 

And Doubt a greater miſchief than Deſpair. 7 

Then to the Stream, . when neither Friends, nor Force, F 

Nor ſpeed, nor Art avail, he ſhaps his courſe; 5242 

Thinks not their rage ſo deſperate t aflty 

An Flement more mercileſs than they, 

But fearleſs they purſue, nor can the Flood 

Quench their dire Tharſt ; alas, they thirſt for Blood. 

So toward a Ship the oarchin'd Gallies ply, 

Which wanting Sea to nde, or Wind to fly, 

Srands but to fall reveng'd on thoſe that dare 

Tempt the laſt fury of extream Deſpair. 

$o fares the Stag among the enrag'd Hounds, 

Repels their force, and wounds returns for wounds 

And a5 a Hero, whom his baſer Foes 

In Troops ſurrounds, 'now theſe affails, now thoſe, 

Though Prodigal of. Lite, difdains to dyc 

By common hands ; but if he can deſery | 

Some nobler Foes approach, to him he calls, 

And begs his Fate, and then contented falls. 

So when the King a mortal Shaft lers flyc 

From his unerring hand, then glad to dye, 

Proud of the wound, taut reſigns his Blood, 

And ſtains the Cryltal with a purple Flood. 

This 2 more 1nnocent and happy Chaſe, + 

| han when of old, but im the ſelf-ſame place, 

* Fair Liberty purſu'd, and meant a Prey 
| Fo lawleſs power, here turn'd, and flood at Pay, 
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| Wanting that Seal, it muſt be ſeal'd in Blood, 
| The SubjeQts arm'd, the more their Princes gave, 
| Th advantage only took the more to crave. | 
| Till Kings by giving, give themſelves away, | 


þ And even that power that ſhould deny, betray. 
| * Who gives conftrain'd, but his own fear reyiles; 
| - © Not thank't, but ſcorn'd; nor are thy gifts, but ſpoils, 
Thus Rings, by-graſping morethan they could hold, 
i Firft made their ſubjeAts bY opprefiion bold : 
| And popular ſway, by forcing Kings to give 
| Pope | 8370 gl 
i | More than was fit for Subjects ro receive, = 
li Ran to the fame extreams; and one exceſs 
Made both, by ftriving to be greater, leſs. [ No 
| When a calm River rais'd with ſudden rains, 
[| Or ſnows difloly*d, o'r flows the adjoyning Plains, 
li The Husbandmen wath high-rais'd banks ſecure 
Their greedy hopes, and this he can endure, 
But if with Bays and Dams, they ftrive to force. 


| His Chanel to a ney. or narrow courſe; _ 

| No longer then within his banks he dwells, & 

l Firſt ro a Torrent, then a Deluge ſwells : N, 
\| © Stronger and hercer ! by reſtraint he roars, 3 
| And knows nv. bound, bt makes his power: his ſhores; 
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